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ABOUT THE COVER ART

Shaira Patel is an OMS-II at Marian University’s Tom and Julie Wood College of Medicine
(MU-WCOM) whose creative journey is rooted in the intersection of anatomy and art. Her
fascination with the human form began in high school through advanced sculpting, most
notably evidenced by an anatomical hand that remains a fixture in her alma mater’s halls. After
a prolific period of commissioned acrylic work during her undergraduate years, Shaira stepped
away from the canvas to focus on her medical training. She returned to her brushes during her
second year of medical school, rediscovering art as both a vital reprieve from the rigors of study
and a unique lens through which to process her clinical education. Her current work blends
anatomical precision with surrealism to tell stories of resilience, irony, and the human condition.



