STUDENT

HONORING LEADERSHIP, SERVICE, and THE FUTURE OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE

Student Doctor of the Year:

Payton Sparks, OMS-IV

Honors an osteopathic medical student who demonstrates a dedicated
interest in advancing international understanding of osteopathic medi-
cine. The individual exhibits strong leadership in global health outreach,
participates in international medicine initiatives, and fosters cross-cul-
tural healthcare education.

Payton has demonstrated exceptional leadership and advocacy within

osteopathic medical education. As Student Osteopathic Medical As-

sociation (SOMA) MU-WCOM Chapter President and National Diversity

Chair, he has championed student leadership and inclusion. He found-

ed a scholarship fund to expand educational opportunities for youth in

rural Indiana and has dedicated countless hours to community service

through medical mission trips, art therapy for dementia patients, and

free-clinic volunteering. Payton has built an impressive research portfo-

lio focused on plastic surgery outcomes, authoring nine publications and presenting his work
at national and international conferences. He exemplifies the osteopathic philosophy through
compassionate leadership, service, and a commitment to providing holistic patient care.
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Global Scholar of the Year:

Austin Bowell, OMS-II

Honors osteopathic medical student who demonstrates a dedicated inter-
est in advancing international understanding of osteopathic medicine. The
individual exhibits strong leadership in global health outreach, participates
in international medicine initiatives, and foster cross-cultural healthcare
education.

Austin is passionate about advancing healthcare in underserved communi-

ties and has demonstrated a strong commitment to global health through

leadership, service, and advocacy. As President of the MU-WCOM Global

Health Alliance and a Mercy Ships Ambassador, she has promoted global

health engagement and healthcare access. Her service aboard the Africa

Mercy hospital ship in Madagascar, Senegal, and South Africa provided

firsthand experience addressing healthcare disparities through patient care,

public health operations, and healthcare training. She also served as an emergency medical
technician assistant and clinical assistant at an HIV/AIDS clinic, supporting patient care in
a low-resource setting. Austin plans to continue advocating for equitable healthcare access
throughout her career as a physician.
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